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little alteration in the physical structure of animals since that time. 
Pridence had come down to us from the drawings m outline, on fragments 
of bone, that man was acquainted with those kinds of wild animals which, 
if not found in this country now, are still living in other parts of the world, 
or have done so in historical times. From the excellent copies of these 
drawings which the lecturer sketched on the board, the children had no 
difficulty in recognising any of the creatures portrayed, which included— 
tapir, horse, elk, reindeer, pike and eel. Several specimens of rough 
and polished stone implements and some bronze hatchets were exhibited, 
and the method of use explained by comparison with similar tools in use 
among savages at the present day. At the close of the lecture a very 
hearty vote of thanks was given to Mr. Gilford on behalf of those present, 
by the Rev. A. H. D. Allan, M.A. 

Scarborough.— On Feb. 19th, the fourth meeting of the session was 
held at the house of Dr. and Mrs. Godfrey. About 40 members assembled 
to hear one of the most delightful papers upon “Teaching poetry to 
children.” The lecturer, Mrs. Simpson (Leeds), pleaded for the culture of 
poetry in our own lives and deplored the way in which this lovely art is 
set aside. She quoted from many well-known poets, and has a strong 
theory that all children will love poetry if taught by those who truly love it 
themselves. A discussion followed the paper.— On March 12th, a 
representative gathering of the members of the branch met at Queen 
Margaret’s School, where Miss Body (head mistress) acted as hostess, 
and then gave a most interesting address on “ What really matters,” or 
“Educational values in the education of girls.” Miss Body spoke witli great 
earnestness to parents, first pointing out that the present school curriculum 
was far too full. She pleaded for more time to triform her pupils upon 
subjects which would open channels for the future forming of character— 
the study of great men, &c. She spoke strongly of the loss of time spent 
during school days in learning foreign languages, when the time from 
1 to 21 might so well be filled with special study of language, music, and 
arts. Finally, she insisted that what really matters most in the education 
of our girls is character training, that a girl should be taught to be truthful 
and conscientious, honourable, purposeful, unselfish, reliable. 

akrfield AND DISTRICT. — Mrs. Sieveking, of Harrow, gave an 
address to this branch, on Feb. 23rd, on “How to recognise early 
n encies in the child and check or develop them.” She laid very great 
lll SS °f th l lm P ortance of checking little faults early in life, and not 
„ °, r l ,^ e ch j ld t0 S row out of them. Instead of doing this the 

most i t dU S t - W ° U d pr0bab 'y become grave sins later in life. It was a 
the W e,tT bt ' n u g paper ’ and unfortunately, owing to the rough nature of 
ecJe wmh that J Venin £> attendance was very small The next 
re will be on March 26th, on “ Personality in Children,” by the Rev. 

.1 • G. Simpson, principal of the Leeds Clergy School. 
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THE BRAIN IN RELATION TO EDUCATION. 

By A. Wilson, Esq., M.D. 

In selecting this subject, the Education of Children, I 
thought I might be of some use to parents by giving a 
superficial account of the development of the brain. The 
brain is the organ in which the mind resides, and all mental 
operations depend on the strength and activity of that living 
machine. The brain is the most complex part of our 
anatomy. Its functions are very varied, while the component 
parts are as numberless as the grains of sand on t e sea 
shore. Some think the mind, or the personality, t e go , ^as 
a vague sort of ether, which, though it may c ot e u , > e 
not a part of us. This may afford debatable catena to the 

speculating metaphysician, but *° us '^"/results rather 
earnest, and we wish to deal with <• associated 

than theories. Briefly stated, all menta ac ’ . d 

with brain activity. As the brain develops, “ 

When the brain fails through disease or ag ^ temp0 rarily 
wise disappears, whilst thought an f by s]eep or by 

extinguished during unconsciousness, ,- ect j s t o know 

artificial means. The difficulty in ^ „ efore give a 
where to begin and where to em . x 

Vol. xi y. — xo. 5. 


